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Abstract

Spinoza’s philosophy may be classified, though only with careful qualification, among the
forms of philosophical theism, in the sense that it affirms the existence of God and regards
God as absolutely one. However, the conception of God that Spinoza offers is by no means
identical with that of the theologians and philosophers in the classical Abrahamic tradition.
Throughout his works, Spinoza presents several arguments to demonstrate the unity of God
or the divine substance. In this paper, using a descriptive-analytical method, we present and
explicate these arguments. Most of them are grounded in the notions of “absolute perfection”
and “necessity of existence”. Some of these arguments do not deny a plurality of substances
and merely affirm the unity of the divine substance, whereas others aim to prove that the
divine substance is the only existing and conceivable substance—that is, strict substance
monism. We also argue that Spinoza’s proof of God in the Ethics, if formulated in its
conventional manner, is not conclusive. Therefore, by appealing to the distinction between
“absolute infinity” and “infinity of a kind”, we propose a more coherent reconstruction of that
proof. In expounding the major arguments, we also trace their conceptual antecedents among
medieval Jewish, Christian, and Islamic philosophers.
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Spinoza: Curley’s Translation of Spinoza’s Works; DPP: Descartes Principiorum Philosophiae; CM:
Cogitata Metaphysica; Ep: Epistolae; KV: Korte Verhandeling; E: Ethica (Ax: Axiom; D: Definition; P:
Proposition; Pos: Postulate; scho: scholioum; Pro: Proof); CSM 1 & 2: The Philosophical Writings of
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4. Deus sive Natura
5. Modifications
6. Monistic
7. Franco Burgersdijk
Iy Codsw ((E1P17scho; E1P31) &S s Jsde OF 31 GO )3 1 gl Lol 355 o Gllas e Co @ Clane I A
55 Lol sl oMl = =63 50 gl 53 1 6l 3l slasol 5L (gm0 4 &S (CM, T, 1) by o U s - ages
Spinoza, 2002, pp. 39, 50, 56; Wolfson, 1934, ) sl ciw & 5 3,0d 00 N> Coo s> Lerp Ly ol 0 pmazies Jlu,
sl adls Olg s cde (E1P15) G O s us pioman ((E1P21) Wils ol 50 13- 4 uas 5 (VoI [, p. 231

G

9. Duns Scotus
10. extrinsic denominations
11. Reason
12. Desire
13.John Hudde
14. individuation
Wolfson 1934, 1: 66-79; Donagan 1980, 91-92 :S., . Vo


https://doi.org/10.22059/jop.2015.54164

