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Abstract
Introduction and Objective

Religious centers are vital institutions in Islamic societies, relying on sustainable financial resources to carry out
their cultural, social, and intellectual roles. Ensuring a steady flow of these resources is crucial for their survival
and growth. Among the key elements of Islamic financial law, Khums—a religious obligation—stands out as
both a legally significant practice and a potential strategic source for funding religious centers and promoting
social justice. This obligation not only supports the financial independence of these institutions but also holds
great importance in both Shia and Sunni religious traditions.

Despite the legal and theoretical importance of Khums, existing research has largely focused on its doctrinal
and legal aspects, with little attention given to practical models for its effective use. This gap underscores the
need for comprehensive, context-specific frameworks that address the practical, legal, institutional, and cultural
challenges of collecting and managing Khums.

This study uses a qualitative approach based on grounded theory to thoroughly explore this topic. By drawing
on insights from experts in Islamic economics and religious affairs, it identifies key factors affecting the
sustainability of Khums and examines ways to use it effectively. The main goal is to propose a conceptual model
that outlines how Khums can serve as a sustainable and efficient funding source to enhance the financial
independence of religious centers. By combining legal, managerial, cultural, and technological perspectives, the
model provides a practical and actionable framework to help policymakers and religious institution leaders make
effective and sustainable use of this traditional resource.

Method and Materials

This study is practical in nature and uses a qualitative approach based on grounded theory to explore and explain
the potential of Khums as a sustainable funding source for religious centers. The research involved specialists
and experts in religious affairs and Islamic economics. Participants were selected through purposeful sampling
using the snowball technique. Data were gathered through semi-structured interviews until theoretical saturation
was reached, resulting in a total of 16 interviews with a diverse group of experts. This method allowed
participants to express their views freely while following a structured thematic framework.

Data analysis was performed using MAXQDA 2020 in three stages: open, axial, and selective coding. In the
open coding stage, data were divided into small meaningful units and converted into initial concepts, which were
then grouped into broader categories. During axial coding, relationships between categories were organized
using a paradigm model that included elements such as the core phenomenon, causal conditions, contextual
factors, intervening conditions, strategies, and outcomes. The core phenomenon was identified as "Khums as a



sustainable financial source for religious centers." In the selective coding stage, categories were systematically
combined around the core phenomenon to create the final theoretical model.

The reliability of the findings was evaluated based on the criterion of "fittingness," which focuses on the
alignment of concepts with the data, coherence, analytical depth, practical usefulness, and relevance to the
context. This approach led to the development of a credible, contextually relevant, and practical model that can
serve as a useful framework for financial policymaking and management in religious institutions.

Research Findings

The study revealed that the challenges in collecting Khums arise from three primary causes: differences in
religious practices and legal restrictions within Sunni communities, disagreements among Shia religious
authorities on legal interpretations, and operational issues such as poor organizational coordination, limited
public awareness, and the lack of a centralized system for collection. These factors hinder the effective
implementation of Khums as a financial resource for religious centers. Addressing these challenges is essential,
as the potential capacity of Khums greatly exceeds its actual collection. Moreover, compared with conventional
tax systems, Khums is inherently more equitable because it is based on lawful profit and emphasizes fair
distribution.

The core focus of the study, "Khums as a legitimate and sustainable funding source for religious centers,"
was explored through four key aspects: preserving Shia identity, promoting social justice, enhancing the financial
independence of religious centers, and ensuring a lawful source of income. The sustainability of Khums depends
on contextual factors such as active public involvement in resource allocation and oversight, adherence to
religious legal principles, and the intention to fulfill a divine obligation through payment. Additionally,
supportive legal frameworks, institutional structures, financial transparency, public trust, and comprehensive
oversight systems were identified as critical intervening factors that influence the success of Khums as a
sustainable resource.

To improve the sustainability of Khums, the study proposes strategies such as adopting digital technologies
for greater transparency, updating religious legal policies to meet modern needs, improving resource
management, and expanding educational and cultural programs to boost public awareness and spiritual
motivation. The outcomes of implementing these strategies are significant and wide-ranging, including long-
term financial stability through investments, social empowerment, economic justice, strengthened spiritual
values, and support for religious innovation. These findings highlight Khums as a comprehensive tool that can
enhance the financial independence of religious institutions while advancing the social, cultural, and identity-
related goals of the community.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study shows that Khums, beyond its role as a religious obligation, has significant potential to support the
financial, cultural, and social sustainability of religious centers. The alignment of causal, contextual, intervening,
and strategic factors enables the effective use of this resource. Key elements such as financial transparency,
public trust, centralized policymaking, and the use of modern technology are essential for improving the
efficiency of the Khums system. Additionally, public participation, adherence to religious legal principles, and
the intent to fulfill a divine obligation provide legitimacy and foster social acceptance.

By integrating the economic potential of Khums with its superior social justice mechanism, this study
addresses a gap in the Islamic finance literature by proposing an integrated conceptual framework—
encompassing both economic and social justice dimensions—and offers a practical model to guide religious and
economic policymaking. The outcomes of an effective Khums system include stronger economic capacity, social
empowerment, preservation of religious identity, and support for religious innovation. The proposed model
offers a clear and practical framework for managing religious resources efficiently and can serve as a foundation
for structural reforms and future research. By strengthening these components, Khums can become a versatile
mechanism that drives the sustainable development of the religious economy.

Keywords: Khums, Sustainable Income, Financial Independence, Financial Transparency, Social Justice,
Religious Centers, Grounded Theory.
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