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Abstract

Qur’anic exegetes have relied on multiple motives for employing history, and this
study seeks to define and clarify these motives. Using a descriptive—analytical
methodology and through the study of exegetical and historical sources, four
fundamental functions of history in relation to Qur’anic interpretation have been
identified: (1) The ethical-educational role, which is among the most important and
widespread approaches in exegetical vision, influenced by the Qur’anic orientation
and the writers of the Prophet’s biography, viewing history as a mirror of lessons and
admonition; (2) The socio—political role, emerging mainly in the contemporary period
through social exegesis, regarding history as a source for recognizing divine laws and
presenting paths for civilizational and political reform of society; (3) The sectarian
role, seeking to highlight the significance of opinions, individuals, or sectarian beliefs
as gateways to historical data; and (4) The exegetical-artistic role, involving raising
awareness of the past to better understand the verses, complementing and refining
historical awareness by uncovering new evidence, and correcting or refuting
inaccurate historical perceptions. The findings of this article reveal that awareness of
the past does not necessarily occupy priority in the use of history within Qur’anic
exegesis. Rather, the ethical-educational approach holds a central position. For this
reason, it is necessary to consider the growth of historical knowledge as well as the
changing expectations of contemporary audiences in the historical approach. Serious
attention should be given to the development of the exegetical-artistic approach and
efforts should be made to cultivate it.

Keywords: exegesis, history, interaction between history and exegesis, uses
of history.

Received: 12 May 2025 Revised: 24 May 2025 Accepted: 1 June 2025

Article type: Research Article —®® oo A rccess DOI: 10.30497/isgh.2025.249147.1066
Publisher: Imam Sadiq University a © The Author(s).

How to cite: Shojaei, H. (2025). Classification of the Uses of History in Qur’anic Exegesis.
Interdisciplinary Studies of Quran & Hadith, 2(4), 517-542. doi: 10.30497/isqh.2025.249147.1066
https://Doi.org/10.30497/isqh.2025.249147.1066




1 [ y to*

shojaeihosein030@gmail.com - -

6 0t o
0 [ y -
Yoo o ¢ Y i Iy
I 1ot ] U
t vy ¢ Y J 0 Y
0 - J f
; I U
y ] §
Y t Y Yooy
0 oy o 6 Y Yot
| { Y1 U [ { Yo
{ - J 6 1 0 Y
0
U
[ [ [
[ [ : | I : I
10.30497/isqh.2025.249147.1066
( ) ©
() you : Yot o)y

doi: 10.30497/isqh.2025.249147.1066

https://Doi.org/10.30497/isqh.2025.249147.1066




AR}

/Y

»

»

«

0 Tv

I g



Oy

1

N



ary

/Y

G

«

I ¢)



ovy

1o

U

)

1]



ary

/Y

j

1]

oy

Y «.

«...

/

b1

»

)&...

»

of

iy

—_— =

¥



oYY

b f)

gy

J

01



arve

6 |



or1

!



ary




OYA - / i Y o)

] fo v f
v gy : { 0 {
( )Y f U

t ( )
0
J { Y
Iy 1ot f (A
J f ! t Y
] Ny
f ]
( ) I
Yol [
[
Yot [ (
) [ Y
6 S v ] Y N
It [
fy
( t ¢ ( }
0 1
! It 9
t Y
J Il 6 0 N
I o6l 0 It
Y f



Yoq /Y ara
G
: 1y
[ [ N Y
0 i Y of |
0y Y
J
o Y - 1 0§
J 1y
o J (RS |
.0 o (1 )«
0 .0 Yy
J 1y 6 ]
f 10 y
0t i
5 t o0 oot
Y 0 It
t I # t J
Y 6. J
Y /!
of U 0. 05
f t
( -
t 6 Y N
0 f) v I
(7 ) (7 ) (/ (-7 )



Y «
Y

« »

»

)
¢ f



Y NSy av
f Y [
(

Y [ ;[
« ». ¢ )
Y[ [ ¢ «

I 1 t
Pdd 0 g 0
g 6 ¢
. G Y
, t oy
J
Y Y { J § 6
] 6 0 J
f
¢ g Y .
- go g f g
0 N Yt Yot
G
{ U
J ] t G
vy 0oy f 6 0y
Y
. Y {
i y d » 0 f
y (-1 )« dU






ary




ory




are

/Y




or1




ary




Bibliography

Holy Quran

Abl ‘Al Miskawayh, Ahmad ibn Muhammad (2000), Tajarib al-Umam [The
Experiences of Nations] (Abd al-Qasim Imami, Ed.). Tehran: Surdsh. [In
Arabic]

Abl Hamzah al-Thumalt, Thabit ibn Dinar (2000), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim
[Interpretation of the Noble Quran]. Beirut: Dar al-Mufid. [In Arabic]
Adamiyat, Fereydoun (1970), Afkar-e Mirza Fath-'AlT Akhtndzadah [The
Thoughts of Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzadeh]. Tehran: Kharazmi. [In Persian]
Adham, ‘AlT (n.d.), Ba'd Mu’arrikhi al-Islam [Some Historians of Islam].
Cairo: Maktabat Nahdat Misr. [In Arabic]

Al-AlGsT, al-Sayyid Mahmad (1994), Rah al-Ma‘ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-
‘Azim [The Spirit of Meanings in the Interpretation of the Great Quran].
Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IIm1yah. [In Arabic]

Al-Baghawt, Husayn ibn Mas‘ad (1999), Ma‘alim al-Tanzil fi Tafsir al-
Qur’an [Landmarks of Revelation in the Interpretation of the Quran]. Beirut:
Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-"Arab. [In Arabic]

al-Fakhr al-Razi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar (1999), Mafatih al-Ghayb [Keys to
the Unseen]. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-"Arabr. [In Arabic]

al-Farra’, Abl Zakariya Yahya ibn Ziyad (1980), Ma‘ani al-Qur’an [The
Meanings of the Qur’an]. Egypt: Dar al-Misriyah lil-Ta’lif wa al-Tarjamah.
[In Arabic]

Al-Tha'labt, Abi Ishag Ahmad ibn Ibrahim (2001), Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan ‘an
Tafsir al-Qur’an [The Unveiling and Elucidation on the Interpretation of the
Quran]. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-"Arab. [In Arabic]

al-Turayht, Fakhr al-Din ibn Muhammad ‘AlT (1996), Majma“ al-Bahrayn
[Confluence of the Two Seas]. Tehran: Maktabat al-Murtadawtyah. [In
Arabic]

al-Wahidr al-Nisabart, “AlT ibn Ahmad (1991), Asbab Nuzdl al-Qur’an [The
Occasions of Revelation of the Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah. [In
Arabic]

‘Ayyashi, Muhammad ibn Mas'dd (2001), Kitab al-Tafsir [The Book of
Exegesis]. Tehran: Chapkhanah-‘i ‘llmiyah. [In Arabic]

Bayhaqt, ‘All ibn Zayd (1982), Tarikh-i Bayhaq [The History of Bayhaq].
Tehran: Kitabfurdashi-yi Furaght. [In Arabic]

Bi-Azar Shirazi, ‘Abd al-Karim (2001), Bastan-shinasi va Jughrafiya-yi
Tarikhi-yi Qisas-i Qur’a. [The Archeological and Historical Geography of
Quranic Stories]. Tehran: Daftar-i Nashr-i Farhang-i Islam1. [In Persian]



Darzah, Muhammad °‘lzzah (2000), Al-Tafsir al-Hadith: Tartib al-Suwar
Hasab al-Nuzll [The Modern Exegesis: Arrangement of the Surahs According
to the Order of Revelation]. Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami. [In Arabic]

Fadl Allah, al-Sayyid Muhammad Husayn (1998), Tafsir min Wahy al-Qur’an
[An Exegesis from the Inspiration of the Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar al-Malak lil-
Tiba‘ah wa al-Nashr. [In Arabic]

Fa’iz, Qasim; Shahradi, Muhammad Rida; Gulab-Bakhsh, Sa‘1d (2012),
Nagsh-i Tarikh dar Tafsir-i Qur'an-i Karim ba Ta’kid bar Tartkh-i “Asr-i
Jahili. [The Role of History in the Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an with a
Focus on the History of the Pre-Islamic Era]. Ta‘alim Qur’aniyah, 9 (15). [In
Persian]

Gulab-Bakhsh, Sa‘ld; Shahradi, Muhammad Rida; Fa'iz, Qasim (2012),
Nagsh-i Tarikh-i Sadr-i Islam dar Tafsir-i Qur’an-i Karim [The Role of Early
Islamic History in the Interpretation of the Noble Qur’an]. Abhath al-Qur’an
wa al-Hadith, 1 (45). [In Persian]

Ha’irT, ‘Abd al-Hadi (1981), Tashayyu‘ wa Mashratiyah dar Tran [Shi‘ism and
Constitutionalism in Iran]. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In Persian]

Haqqr Burasawt, Isma‘1l (n.d.), Tafsir Roh al-Bayan [The Exegesis: The Spirit
of Elucidation]. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

Hawwa, Sa‘ld (2003), Al-Asas fi al-Tafsir [The Foundation in Exegesis].
Egypt: Dar al-Salam. [In Arabic]

Husayni, Muhammad Rida; Fath Allaht, ‘Al (2015), Mabani-yi Ruykard-i
Tarikhi dar Tafsir-i Qur’an-i Karim. [Foundations of the Historical Approach
in Interpreting the Noble Quran]. Pazhlhishnamah-yi Zaban va Tafsir-i
Qur’an, 3(2). [In Persian]

I‘az1, Muhammad ‘AlT (1997), Al-Qur’an wa al-Tafsir al-*AsrT [The Quran
and Modern Exegesis]. Tehran: al-Thagafah al-Islamiyah. [In Arabic]

Ibn Abt Hatim, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad (1998), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-
‘Azim [Interpretation of the Great Quran]. Riyadh: Maktabat Nizar Mustafa
al-Baz. [In Arabic]

Ibn al-Athir, ‘Izz al-Din (1996), Al-Kamil f1 al-Tarikh [The Complete Work
in History]. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-*Arabr. [In Arabic]

Ibn ‘Ashtr, Muhammad ibn Tahir (2000), Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir [The
Verification and Enlightenment]. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Tartkh al-"Arab. [In
Arabic]

Ibn Kathir, Isma‘ll ibn ‘Umar (1998), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-'Azim
[Interpretation of the Great Quran]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyah. [In
Arabic]



Ibn Khalddn, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad (1988), Diwan al-Mubtada’
wa al-Khabar fi Tarikh al-‘Arab wa al-Barbar wa man ‘Asarahum min Dhawi
al-Sha’n al-Akbar [The Book of Lessons and Record of the Beginnings and
Events in the History of the Arabs and Berbers and Their Powerful
Contemporaries] (Khalil Shahadah, Ed.). Beirut: Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]
Jalaliyan, Habib Allah (1999), Tarikh Tafsir Qur’an [History of the
Interpretation of the Noble Quran]. Tehran: Uswah. [In Persian]

Kashani, Mulla Fath Allah (1957), Tafsir Minhaj al-Sadigin fi Ilzam al-
Mukhalifin [The Exegesis: The Path of the Truthful in Obliging the
Opponents]. Tehran: Kitabfurdshi-yi Muhammad Hasan ‘lim1. [In Persian]
Marst Biyam1, Yasir Muhammad (2009), Mushaf al-Tibyan al-Mufassal li-
Mutashabihat al-Qur'an [The Detailed Book of Elucidation for the
Ambiguous Verses of the Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar al-Tawzi". [In Arabic]
Mas‘0d1, “Alt ibn al-Husayn (1989), Mur(j al-Dhahab wa Ma‘adin al-Jawhar
[The Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems]. Qom: Dar al-Hijrah. [In Arabic]
Mihran, Muhammad Biydmi (1988), Dirasat Tarikhiyah min al-Qur’an al-
Karim [Historical Studies from the Noble Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar al-Nahdah al-
‘Arabiyah. [In Arabic]

Paktacht, Ahmad (2008), Tarikh Tafsir [The History of Exegesis]. Tehran The
Scientific-Student Association of Theology, Imam Sadiq University. [In
Persian]

Rash1d Rida, Muhammad (1993), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Hakim al-Mashhar bi-
Tafsir al-Manar [Exegesis of the Wise Quran, Known as Al-Manar Exegesis].
Lebanon: Dar al-Ma‘rifah. [In Arabic]

Robin, Christian (2022), 1400 Sal-i Padishaht dar Arabistan Pish az Islam.
[1400 Years of Monarchy in the Arabian Peninsula Before Islam] (Trans.:
Muhammad “AlT Khwaninzadah). Tehran: Hikmat. [In Persian]

Sadr, Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir (n.d.), Al-Madrasah al-Qur’antyah: Al-Tafsir
al-Mawdu‘T wa al-Tafsir al-Tajzi'T fi al-Qur’an al-Karim [The Qur’anic
School: Thematic and Analytical Exegesis in the Noble Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar
al-Ta'aruf. [In Arabic]

Sayyah, Muhammad ‘Al (1967), Dhikrayat min Fatrat al-Khawf wa al-Ru‘b
[Memories from a Period of Fear and Terror]. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In
Persian]

Sayyid Qutb (2004), F1 Zilal al-Qur’an [In the Shade of the Qur’an]. Beirut:
Dar al-Shurtg. [In Arabic]

Shahid, ‘Irfan (2013), Ashab al-Fil [The People of the Elephant]. In Da’irat
al-Ma'‘arif al-Qur’an (Vol. 1) [In The Qur’anic Encyclopedia (Vol. 1)].
Tehran: Hikmat. [In Persian]



Southgate, Beverley (2010), Tarikh: Chist va Chira? Darmama-ha-yi Bastanr,
Mudirn va Postmudirn. [History: What and Why? Ancient, Modern, and
Postmodern Perspectives] (Trans.: Ru’ya Manjam). Tehran: Nigah-i Sabz. [In
Persian]

Stanford, Michael (2014), Daramadt bar Tartkh Pazhaht [An Introduction to
the Methodology of Historical Research] (Trans.: Mas‘ad Sadiqr). Tehran:
Imam al-Sadiq university. [In Persian]

Safi Niyaraki, Taqgi (2003), Safarnamah-ha-yi Nukhustin Baztab-ha dar
Muvajihah ba Gharb-i Jadid.[Early Travelogues: Initial Reflections in Facing
the New West]. Majallah-i Amazih, (2). [In Persian]

Tabart, Muhammad ibn Jarir (1992), Jami" al-Bayan f1 Tafsir al-Qur’an [The
Comprehensive Exposition in the Exegesis of the Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar al-
Ma'‘rifah. [In Arabic]

Tabataba't, Muhammad Husayn (1996), Al-Mizan f1 Tafsir al-Qur’an [The
Balance in the Exegesis of the Qur'an]. Qum: Daftar-i Intisharat-i Islamt
Jami‘ah-yi Mudarrisin Hawzah ‘limiyah Qum. [In Arabic]

Tabrist, Fadl ibn al-Hasan (1993), Majma“ al-Bayan f1 Tafsir al-Qur’an [The
Confluence of Elucidation in the Exegesis of the Qur’an]. Tehran: Intisharat-
i Nasir Khusraw. [In Arabic]

Tas1, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (n.d.), Al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an [The
Elucidation in the Exegesis of the Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar lhya" al-Turath al-
‘Arab. [In Arabic]

Yaqut al-Hamawit, Shihab al-Din (1991), Mu‘jam al-Udaba’ wa Irshad al-Arib
ila Ma'rifat al-Adib [The Dictionary of Literary Men and Guidance for the
Intelligent to Know the Man of Letters]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘lImiyah. [In
Arabic]



o¥YY




